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Rezumat
Istoriografie si baza empirica a studiilor

etnodemografice ale ucrainenilor din Republica

Moldova la sfirsitul XX — inceputul secolului XXI

In acest articol sunt examinate cercetdrile privind
demografia din Republica Moldova la sfarsitul secolului
XX — inceputul secolului XXI. Se remarca faptul cé dupa
1991, atentia stransd a cercetatorilor, a jurnalistilor, a
organizatiilor publice este Indreptatd catre problemele
demografiei. Autorii urmaresc dinamica proceselor de-
mografice din Moldova, determina cauzele si posibilele
consecinte ale proceselor negative, ofera solutii pent-
ru imbunititirea situatiei. in mod conventional, putem
imparti toate publicatiile in trei sectiuni: 1) lucrari care iau
in considerare situatia demografica si dinamica acesteia
in tara In ansamblu; 2) lucrarile care studiaza problemele
de migratie; 3) lucrari in domeniul de etnodemografie,
adica lucrari dedicate proceselor demografice din mediul
comunitétilor etnice. Cu toate acestea, pana cand nu ex-
istd multe studii etnodemografice speciale asupra ucraine-
nilor in Moldova. in articol sunt discutate, de asemenea,
principalele surse de cercetare etnodemografica:
recensamintele populatiei, contabilitatea curentd a
evenimentelor demografice, sondaje speciale, liste si
registre ale populatiei. O analiza a fiecarui grup de surse
este data din punctul de vedere al informativitatii acestora
pentru un studiu etno-demografic deplin al ucrainenilor
din Moldova.

Cuvinte-cheie: Republica Moldova, etnodemografie,
ucraineni, istoriografie, baza empirica.

Pesrome
Hcropuorpadus u smnupuyeckas 0asa
3THOAeMOrpaduueckux Ucciae0BaHN YKPAUHLEeB
Pecnyosaukn MoaoBa B koHue XX — Hauaiae XXI B.

B crarpe paccmarpuBaroTCs MCCIEIOBAaHHSA IO JEMO-
rpa¢uu B PecrryOmmke MomnoBa B koHIe XX — Havane
XXI B. Ormeuaercs, uto mocie 1991 1. k mpobrmemam nemo-
rpadun MPUKOBAHO NPHCTAIILHOE BHUMAHHUE HCCIIEI0BATE-
JIeH, )KypHAINCTOB, OOIIECTBEHHBIX OpraHu3anuii. B MHO-
TOYHCIICHHBIX padOTax aBTOPHI MPOCIECKUBAIOT ANHAMUKY
JneMorpaueckux IpoueccoB B MougoBe, ONpenernsior
MIPUYMHBI ¥ BO3MOXKHBIE TTOCIIC/ICTBHSI HETATHBHBIX MPO-
LIECCOB, MPEJIarafoT BapUAHThl PELICHUN [UIS yITydIlIeHHs
CHUTYaIMU. YCIOBHO MBI MOXKEM Pa3/IeJIUTh BCE ITyOIMKAIIN
Ha TpH KaTeropuu: 1) paboTkl, B KOTOPBIX paccMaTpHBACT-
cs1 iemMorpaduueckasi CUTyalyst M ee TMHaMHKa [0 CTpaHe
B IIeJI0M; 2) pabOTHI IO MpodieMaM MUTpAIHH; 3) paboTh
10 3THOZIEMOTpaduy, TO €CTh HMOCBSIICHHBIE JeMOorpadu-
YECKHUM IIpoLeccaM B Cpelie dTHHUECKUX coobmecTs. On-
HaKO CMEIHUAIBHBIX ATHOAEMOTpapuIecKnX UCCIIeI0BAHUN
110 yKpanHiaM MoJsiioBsl IOKa He MHOTO. B cTarhe Takxe
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paccMaTpuBarOTCsl OCHOBHbBIE MCTOYHUKH JUIS 3THOIEMO-
rpaUYecKuX HCCIEIOBAHUI: MEPENNCH HACEJIEHHs, Te-
KyIMi y4eT aemorpaduueckux coObITHH, CIeruaIbHbIC
BEIOOPOYHBIE OOCIIEOBaHUA, CITUCKH M PEECTPHl Hacele-
Hust. JlaeTcs aHaIM3 KaxJI0M TPYTITBl HCTOYHUKOB C TOUKH
3peHus] MX MH(OPMATUBHOCTH JUIS TOJHOLEHHOTO 3THO-
JeMorpadIecKoro UCCIIeI0BaHNS YKPanHIeB MOJIIOBEI.

KuroueBblie cioBa: Pecybirka MonmoBa, 3THOIEMO-
rpadus, yKpauHIIBl, ACTOpHOTpadus, SMIUpUIecKas 6asa.

Summary
Historiography and empirical base of

ethnodemographic studies of Ukrainians in the

Republic of Moldova at the end of the XX — beginning
of the XXI century

The article presents studies on demography in the Re-
public of Moldova in the late XX — early XXI century. It
is noted that after 1991 the close attention of researchers,
journalists, public organizations is focused on the prob-
lems of demography. The authors trace the dynamics of
demographic processes in Moldova, determine the caus-
es and possible consequences of negative processes, offer
solutions to improve the situation. Conventionally, we can
divide all publications into three categories: 1) works that
consider the demographic situation and its dynamics in the
country as a whole; 2) work on migration issues; 3) works
on ethnodemography, i.e. dedicated to demographic pro-
cesses in the environment of ethnic communities. Howev-
er, there are not many special ethno-demographic studies
on Ukrainians in Moldova. The article also discusses the
main sources for ethnodemographic research: population
censuses, current accounting of demographic events, spe-
cial sample surveys, lists and registers of the population.
An analysis of each group of sources is given from the
point of view of their informativeness for a full-fledged
ethno-demographic study of Ukrainians in Moldova.

Key words: Republic of Moldova, ethnodemography,
Ukrainians, historiography, empirical base.

Historiography

After Moldova gained independence in 1991, the
problems of demography have attracted close atten-
tion of researchers, journalists, and public organiza-
tions. This is due to the turbulence that is observed
in the demographic situation. We can conditionally
divide all publications into three categories:

1) works that consider the demographic situation
and its dynamics in the country as a whole (/lymnoro,
Ono¢peit 2013; bompmakoBa, Yepkaco 2019;
®omenko, Kpusenko 2002; T'arays, Ilenuna 2010;
larays 2010: 87-99; Ilanagu, byuyuany-Bpabue
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2010; Hammpoma, Kopuemiok, I'arayz 2017: 24-31;
Tynsckuit 2006; I'arays 2019; Paladi, Gagauz, Penina
20009, etc.);

2) works on migration issues (Mommnsira 2007,
2008, 2009; Malinovska, Mosneaga, Shahotko 2007;
Mosneaga, Rusu 2008; JIxxyna 2020; MonnaBckue. ..
2012; Ioamenymxs 2010; Makyxun 2015, etc.);

3) works on ethnodemography, i.e. devoted to
demographic processes in the environment of eth-
nic communities (Tadax 1990; CxoproBa 2002;
Cy606otuna 2005; Hapanyp 2009; Cymsk 2013;
Koxyxaps 2017, 2020 (a), 2020 (b), etc.).

The headings of the articles themselves speak el-
oquently about the general leitmotif of works on de-
mography (“Moldova in the process of depopulation”,
“Moldova needs urgent measures to preserve human
potential”, “Aging of the population in the Republic
of Moldova, a regional aspect”, etc.). And this is not a
panic, this is an understanding of the catastrophic na-
ture of the situation, which the authors seek to convey
to the authorities. And the situation is really not sim-
ple: the birth rate is decreasing, the mortality rate is
increasing (the number of deaths since 1995 exceeds
the number of births), the number of people leaving
the country in search of a better life is increasing (first
for temporary work, now — with their families and
forever), the structure of the population, the propor-
tion of citizens over 60 is growing, life expectancy is
significantly reduced, etc.

Let’s turn to the numbers. From 1959 to 1989,
the population in the republic grew steadily from
2.9 million to 4.3 million. And since the beginning
of the 1990s is constantly falling, and at the moment
it is 2.6 million people. Thus, over 30 years we have
decreased by 1 million 700 thousand, or 40%.

From 1970 to 1990, the average population growth
in the republic was 47.3% per year. And since the
beginning of the 1990s, we have seen the opposite
trend — the population decline averages 13% annually
(Anuarul 2002-2020).

In the above-mentioned works, the authors trace
the dynamics of demographic processes in Moldo-
va, determine the causes and possible consequences
of negative processes, offer solutions to improve the
situation.

In our vision, indicative is the opinion of a foreign
author — the columnist for the Economist magazine
Tim Judah. Having familiarized himself with the de-
mographic situation in our country, he was so stunned
that he wrote a solid article in his publication “Balkan
Insight: Will Population Migration Kill Moldova?”,
In which he refers to the data of Moldovan sociolo-
gists and demographers. He begins the article with the
words: “If for the countries located between the Black
Sea and the Adriatic, the problem of population de-

cline is a drama, then in Moldova it is a tragedy. Since
1989, the country’s population has declined by almost
a third; in 15 years only half of it may remain”. And
he ends with the opinion of sociologist Vadim Pistrin-
chuk: “...unless radical changes take place in Moldo-
va, including a complete «restoration of governance»
(which means a break with the corrupt and oligarchic
practices of the past), then the country is doomed to
become a «Holiday House» for those who left, and a
«nursing homey for those who stayed” (Judah 2020).
The answer to the question posed in the title of the
article is obvious.

Most experts agree that migration is the main fac-
tor in depopulation, although a decrease in the birth
rate and an increase in mortality also make a signifi-
cant contribution.

Domestic demographers believe that such a notice-
able decrease in the birth rate in Moldova since the be-
ginning of the 90s occurred for two main reasons:

— the number of women of the most childbearing
age has decreased — this is the third wave of the de-
mographic consequences of the Second World War;

— over two thirds of families now refuse to have
children for material reasons (I'eopruesa 2020: 140).

However, depopulation was determined not so
much by the low birth rate as by the high mortality
rate of the population. The mortality statistics of the
population in Moldova for the studied period of time
shows a moderate tendency of its growth with the
growth rate of 11.4% (bo6kosa 2009: 3-7).

The most significant influence on the formation of
mortality trends is exerted by socio-economic factors,
such as the impact of working and living conditions,
work and rest regimes, housing conditions, the quality
of drinking water and food, the degree of development
and availability of qualified medical care, the social
security system, social infrastructure and the service
sector, material well-being, etc. The works of domestic
authors noted a significant impact on health and life
expectancy, poverty, social disintegration, crime and
psychosocial factors (Bombinakosa, Yepkacos 2019:
37; T'opbynosa, Eniko 2017: 33; ®omenxo 2009: 84).

Since nuptiality also affects the population (albeit
indirectly), a number of specialists pay attention to it.
Thus, O. Gagauz examines the dynamics of nuptiality
in the late XX — early XXI centuries (changes in the
level and structure of nuptiality based on data from
the 1989 and 2004 population censuses). The author
did a great job structuring the statistics and compiling
tables, charts and graphs that were carefully analyzed.
In conclusion, it is noted that “the marriage rate of the
population of the Republic of Moldova corresponds
to the modern type, characteristic of most European
countries. The intensity of marriage is decreasing,
while its calendar is shifting (the age of marriage is
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increasing), the level of celibacy is increasing, and
unregistered marriages are becoming more common.
The transformation of nuptiality is largely due to the
changes that have taken place in the socio-economic
and cultural development of society, in the system of
life priorities, as well as the penetration of Western
values, individualization of private life, which con-
tributes to the «erosion» of the standards of marriage
and family relations” (I"aray3 2010: 99).

Several works have been published on the demog-
raphy of ethnic groups in Moldova, which are quite
interesting and useful for researchers.

In 1990 the monograph by 1. V. Tabak “The Rus-
sian population of Moldova. Number, settlement,
interethnic ties”, which studies the features of settle-
ment and dynamics of the Russian population in Mol-
dova since the second half of the 19th century until
the 80s XX century was published (Tabak 1990).

In the monograph by A. Yu. Skvortsova, devoted
to the study of the situation of the Russians of Moldo-
va in the interwar period, we also find statistical data
on the dynamics of the number, the structure of the
population, etc. (CkBopiioBa 2002).

Several works have been written on the Gagauz
theme (Cy66otuna 2005: 115-133; Japamyp 2009,
etc.). Researchers examine the historical roots of the
current problems in demography, reveal their caus-
es, taking into account the ethnic specificity of the
Gagauz population of Moldova.

As for the Ukrainians, there are still few special
works on demography. Works on migration proces-
ses, historiography and source study of demographic
processes among Ukrainians in Moldova have been
published (Koxyxapes 2017, 2020a, 2020b). Certain
information on the number and settlement is con-
tained in works on the long and modern history of
local Ukrainians (Koxyxap 2008; Crenanos 2007,
etc.).

Well, to study the natural and mechanical move-
ment of the Ukrainian population, it is necessary to
determine the distinctive features of the demographic
attitude of this ethnic group, the reasons for its trans-
formations in the context of modern demographic
trends and their consequences for the socio-economic
stability of society. Therefore, research on ethnology,
primarily ethnic psychology, national traditional cul-
ture (family traditions, folk medicine, folk pedagogy,
etc.) is also important here. Such knowledge will help
to identify the causes of some demographic processes
among Ukrainians in Moldova.

And since there are very few special ethno-demo-
graphic studies on Ukrainians in Moldova, and the
indicated aspects of traditional culture have not been
sufficiently studied, such scientific research becomes
very relevant.

Sources

The study of demographic processes and phenom-
ena, the identification of their trends and patterns, as
well as the implementation of various practical devel-
opments (forecasts, programs) require the use of sig-
nificant amounts of information about the population.

The specificity of the population lies in the fact
that the way of its existence and self-preservation is
constant variability, fluidity, transition from one state
to another. The characteristics of the population as a
whole as a set of people change over a certain peri-
od of time as a result of demographic events (birth,
death, marriage (dissolution), migration) occurring
with an individual at a particular moment.

This necessitates the use of an appropriate sys-
tem for recording and collecting demographic data.
The existing practice distinguishes between ‘“ac-
counting for the state of the population at a certain
point in time and accounting for demographic events
(births, deaths, marriages, divorces, as well as moving
from place to place) for a particular period of time”
(Menxos 2002: 15).

In the first case, the sources of demographic data
are population censuses and special sample, including
sociological, surveys carried out by research, project,
and public organizations. In the second, data on the
registration of demographic events are used, in par-
ticular, records in registers of births, acts of civil sta-
tus.

Population data can also be obtained from elec-
toral, military registration and other lists. Population
registers, which combine the properties of censuses
and current population records, are also ranked as
sources of demographic information.

Thus, the main sources of primary demographic
data are: population censuses, current records of de-
mographic events, special sample surveys, lists and
registers of the population.

The most complete and comprehensive source of
demographic information is population censuses.

We propose to carry out a comparative analysis of
demographic information obtained from the materials
of the population censuses of 1959, 1979, 1989 and
2004 (we will not take into account the results of the
“census” of 2014, see: Koxyxaps 2020a: 295-299.)

Let’s dwell on the last of them (2004). The most
important thing for us is information about the eth-
nic composition of the population. Here we find data
on the total number of the Ukrainian population —
282406 people (their share has significantly decreased
compared to the previous census), their distribution by
area (urban and rural), the native language of Ukrain-
ians (among Ukrainians, 64.1% named Ukrainian
as their native language, and 31.8% — Russian), the
language in which they usually speak (every second
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Ukrainian usually speaks their native language, and
6.2% — in Russian), etc. (Ileperncey 2006: 52-58).

It is also important for us that the ethnic compo-
sition of the population is represented by district and
separately for each locality. Based on this information,
we have identified three groups of settlements, where:

1) Ukrainians make up less than 30% of the po-
pulation;

2) from 30 to 50%;

3) over 50%.

This allows us to specifically determine the re-
gions of compact and dispersed settlement of Ukrain-
ians, the number of Ukrainians living in urban and
rural areas, etc.

It is also possible, in the territorial context, to trace
the ratio of the number of Ukrainians who have deter-
mined Ukrainian as their native language, and what
language they usually speak.

However, the reliability of the data in this statisti-
cal source raises serious doubts among a number of
scientists (Cymsx 2013: 96; Tumkos 2011, etc.).

But, nevertheless, this is so far the only official
document on the population census in the Republic of
Moldova since independence, and we have to use it.

The main additional sources include data from the
“Center for State Information Resources «Registru»
(iS ,»CRIS «Registru»”); annual statistical compila-
tions of the National Bureau of Statistics (however,
data on ethnicity are almost not provided, but it is
possible to indirectly calculate data on Ukrainians);
military credentials, etc.

A fairly serious comparative analysis of the 2004
census data and the data of the “Center for State Infor-
mation Resources «Registru» (IS ,,CRIS «Registru»)
was carried out by S. G. Sulyak. When it comes to
specifying ethnicity and other parameters, he prefers
to rely more on the data of the CRIS ,,Registru” (infor-
mation on nationality and mother tongue is declared
and rechecked by citizens themselves when filling out
forms for issuing an identity card or a foreign pass-
port), thereby calling into question the reliability of
the 2004 census data (Cyssik 2013).

Considering that our study deals specifically with
ethnic demography, we should single out such an
important source of information as materials of eth-
nographic research, primarily field materials that we
have been collecting for 30 years. They will make it
possible to identify the causes of some demographic
processes, based on the characteristics of the national
traditional culture (family traditions, folk medicine,
folk pedagogy, etc.).

Thus, the existing sources allow us to give a
definite picture of the ethno-demographic processes
among the Ukrainians in Moldova, and, first of all, the
dynamics of the population movement.

And, considering that the Ukrainian population in
almost the entire history of its existence on the lands
of Moldova was not the object of special demograph-
ic studies, but was mentioned, as a rule, only in the
context (among others), fragmentarily and this data
was not subjected to serious scientific analysis, we
believe that our scientific searches are quite relevant,
including for creating a general picture of the demo-
graphic state and development of our society. This, in
turn, will make it possible to make forecasts and give
specific recommendations for the authorities to stabi-
lize and achieve positive dynamics of demographic
processes in our country.

Note
' The analysis of studies on demography and ethnode-
mography in Moldova in the 19th — 20th centuries is pre-
sented in our other article (Koxyxaps 2020 (b)).
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