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Rezumat

Dinamica numarului ,,colonistilor transdanubieni” in
Basarabia la inceputul secolului al XIX-lea: procese
migrationale si crestere naturala

Studiul dinamicii numarului de colonisti transdanubi-
eni din Basarabia in prima jumatate a secolului al XIX-lea
este una dintre sarcinile importante, a carei solutie se afla
in planul demografiei istorice. Implicand metodele sale,
in aceasta lucrare ne referim la formele de realizare a po-
tentialului structurii de varsta si sex a populatiei — model
sau mod de reproducere demograficd a unei comunitati,
tinand cont de migratiile la scard larga ale reprezentanti-
lor acesteia. Rezultatele studiului se bazeaza pe o analiza
comparativa a trei variante ale coeficientului de crestere
naturala (CCN) a populatiei, calculate de noi. Primul este
pentru intervale de timp mai mari in care ratele natalitatii si
mortalitatii sunt necunoscute, al doilea este pentru interva-
lele anuale in care ratele totale ale natalitatii si mortalitatii
sunt cunoscute in date absolute, iar al treilea se bazeaza
pe variabilitatea ratelor natalitatii si mortalitatii in colonii
aparte. Autorul articolului ajunge la concluzia ca perioa-
da primei jumatati a secolului al XIX-lea este momentul
formarii unei comunitati prin strdmutare si adaptare la no-
ile realitati din Bugeac, stabilizarea si evolutia acesteia in
regiune, datoritd propriului potential. Perioada 1818-1835
devine o etapa in formarea unei resurse populationale. Dez-
voltarea demograficd a comunitétii in perioada 1835-1850
trece prin auto-reproducere, fara interventia factorilor de
migratie. Datoritd cresterii demografice si a natalitatii, co-
munitatea in 1850 are 82,2 mii de oameni. Evident, poten-
tialul demografic al grupului in prima jumatate a secolului
al XIX-lea a fost realizat destul de puternic.

Cuvinte-cheie: populatia Basarabiei, migratie, creste-
re naturala, potential demografic, colonisti transdanubieni.

Pesiome
JAMHAMUKa YMCIEHHOCTH «3alyHalCKUX
nepecesienuen» B beccapadun B Hayase XIX B.:
MHI'PANHOHHbIE IPOLIECCHI M €CTECTBEHHBIH MPHPOCT

W3ydeHune 1MHAMUKH YHUCIEHHOCTHU 3alyHalCKUX Iie-
pecenenIeB B beccapabun Ha NPOTSKEHUM TEPBOH MOJIO-
BUHBI XIX B. IBIs€TCS OJHOM U3 BAKHBIX 3a]1a4, pELICHUE
KOTOpPOH HaXOAWUTCS B IIOCKOCTH HCTOPUYECKOM JemMo-
rpadun. [IpuBiekas ee METOIbI, B JaHHOW paboTe aBTOp
oOpainaercst K (hopMam peasu3aliy IMOTEHIHaa IT0JI0BO3-
PACTHOM CTPYKTYpbl HACETIEHUS — MOJIEIH WU PEKUMa Jie-
Morpa(uIecKoro BOCIIPOM3BOACTBA COOOIIECTBA C YISCTOM
MacIITaOHBIX MHTPAIUH ero mpeacraButeneii. Pe3yasrare
nccIeoBaHns 0a3MpPyrOTCsl Ha KOMITAPATHBHOM aHAJIN3e
TpeX BapUaHTOB KOA(PPHUIMEHTa €CTECTBEHHOTO IPHPO-
cta (KEIT) Hacenenwus, MOICYMTAHHBIX aBTOpoM. IlepBbIit
— 15t Goee KPYIHBIX HHTEPBAJIOB BpeMEHH, Iie Kodddu-
IIUEHTHl POXKIAEMOCTH M CMEPTHOCTH HEU3BECTHBI, BTO-
POM — JIsl ©XKETrO/IHbIX MHTEPBAJIOB, 1€ M3BECTHBI 00IIUE
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MTOKA3aTeN POKIAEMOCTH U CMEPTHOCTH B aOCONFOTHBIX
JAHHBIX, TPETHH — Ha 0a3e pacCYNTaHHON aBTOPOM CTATHH
BapHATHBHOCTH KOA(PPHUIMEHTOB POXKIAEMOCTH U CMEpT-
HOCTH B OTACIBHBIX KONOHHAX. B pesynsrare nemaercs
BBIBOJI, YTO mepBas nojosuHa XIX B. siBisieTCS BpeMeHEM
(dhopMHpOBaHUS COOOIICCTBA ITyTEM TEPECEIICHHI U a/iall-
TAllMM K HOBBIM peanusiM bymkaka, ero craduiauzauuu u
SBOJIOIMM B PErMOHE 3a CUET BHYTPEHHETO MOTEHIHaa.
Iepuon ¢ 1818 mo 1835 1. craHOBUTCS ATAIoM (POPMUPO-
BaHMsI MOIYISIIMOHHOTO pecypca. JlemMorpaduyeckoe pas-
BHUTHE coolOmiecTBa B TeueHne 1835—1850 rr. maer mytem
CaMOBOCTIPOM3BEICHNS, 0€3 BMEMIATeIbCTBA MUTPAIHOH-
HBIX (akTopoB. brmaromaps memorpaduyeckomy pocTy U
TeMIaM pokIaeMocTd coodmecTBo B 1850 . HacuuThIBaeT
82,2 Teicsaun yenmoBek. OUEeBUAHO, UTO €ro JAeMorpadmye-
CKHI NOTEHLMAN B 11epBoil nonosuHe XIX B. peanusyercs
JIOCTATOYHO MOIITHO.

KuroueBble cioBa: HaceneHue beccapabum, murpa-
LUsI, €CTECTBEHHBIN MPHUPOCT, JeMorpapuyecKuii MOTeH-
1ua, 3ayHalcKue IepeceseHIIb.

Summary

Dynamics of “Transdanubian settlers” in Bessarabia in

the early XIX™ century: migration processes

and natural growth

The population dynamics of Transdanubian settlers
in Bessarabia during the first half of the XIX™" century is
a significant matter that can be addressed within histori-
cal demography. This paper uses its methods and employs
the potential realization forms in the population’s age-and-
sex structure — a model or mode of the community de-
mographic reproduction amid the large-scale migration.
The research results are based on a comparative analysis
of three variants of the population’s natural growth coef-
ficient, calculated by us. The first one is applied to larger
time intervals where birth and death rates are unknown;
the second is for annual intervals where the total birth and
death rates are known in absolute data. The third one is
based on the birth and death rates variability, calculated for
individual colonies. The author concludes that the investi-
gated period is the time of community formation through
resettlement and adaptation to the new Budzhak realia, its
stabilization, and evolution in the region due to internal
potential. The period 1818-1835 is a stage in population
resource formation. In 1835-1850, the community devel-
ops demographically through self-reproduction without the
intervention of migration factors. In 1850, the community
totals 82,200 people due to demographic growth and birth
rate. Obviously, the demographic potential of the group in
the first half of the 19th century was quite strong.

Key words: Bessarabia population, migration, natural
growth, demographic potential, Transdanubian settlers.
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Understanding and interpreting the issue of
the total number of Transdanubian settlers in Bes-
sarabia and its historical dynamics depend on the
historical demography categories. Its methods es-
tablish complex population growth/decline pro-
cesses and the factors that determine the transfor-
mation of these processes. In this study, we focus
on realising the potential of the populations’ age
and sex structure — a model or mode of communi-
ty demographic reproduction, taking into account
large-scale migrations of its representatives. In his-
toriography, demographic reproduction is usually
seen as a combination of natural and mechanical
(endogenous and exogenous) trends in population
movement (bospckuii 1975; Banenreii, Ksama
1989: 7-8; Menkos 2002: 6-7; Jlopomenko 2005:
70-74; Kpucauenxo 2005: 126-130)".

It is essential to understand the relationship be-
tween the migration processes results and the com-
munity’s balance of fertility/mortality. These issues
will enable us to characterise the factors and mod-
els of populations’ formation and reproduction and
reveal the relationship between natural and social
aspects. The solution we found, in its turn, elabo-
rates the scientific knowledge about the group’s de-
mographic behaviour under certain circumstances,
which significantly increases the synchronous and
diachronic heuristicity of reconstructions. There-
fore, the scope of historical and demographic tasks
includes establishing and describing population
growth trends and analysing the reasons for this
growth due to internal potential or through external
changes.

This approach is based on the natural growth
coefficient (NGC). In demography, it is seen as “the
ratio of natural increase (reduction) of the popula-
tion to the average annual number of the available
population, or the difference between the total fer-
tility and mortality rates” (Methodological 2021). It
is used to characterise the natural movement inten-
sity and is measured in ppm (%). Such a coefficient
is seen as a convenient tool for comparing demo-
graphic human development indicators in different
territories.

Given the specific features of the general sta-
tistical data and the coefficients we calculated to
identify the dynamics of the demographic process-
es’ transformation, we will employ three ways to
calculate the NGC:

— first, for larger time intervals, where the birth
and death rates are unknown, the NGC is calculated
by the following formula:

— where Ngc is the natural growth coefficient,
NG is natural growth, P1 is the population at the
end of the period, PO is the population at the begin-
ning of the period, and CP is the current population.
The value of the indicator can be negative in case
of depopulation;

— second, for annual intervals, where the gen-
eral indicators of fertility and mortality are known
in absolute data:

— where Ngc is the natural growth coefficient,
B is the number of births, D is the number of deaths,
CP is the current population;

—third, on the basis of the calculated variability
of the birth and death rates. Accordingly, it will be
useful to rely directly on them to establish NGCs:

— where Ngc is the natural growth coefficient,
Br is the birth rate, and Dr is the death rate. All re-
sults are presented in ppm (%).

Comparison of the calculated coefficient of
natural growth at the level of individual settlements
and the coefficient of actual population growth ex-
poses the influence of exogenous factors — the mi-
gration balance, epidemiological risks, and such-
like. Correlation is achieved by comparison with
the general Bessarabian indicators. Implementing
this tool kit provides science with albeit relative,
but, undoubtedly, original conceptual projections
about the factors of formation, adaptation, and sta-
bilisation of the settlers’ community in Bessarabia.

Before moving on to specific reconstructions,
we would like to bring attention to two source study
issues concerning the materials of the XIX™ cen-
tury. The first is the ethnocultural one, associated
with the study exploring the entire array of “Trans-
danubian colonists”. As a social community under
this name, in most documentary sources of that
time, the Bulgarians are joined together with the
Gagauz, Greeks, Albanians, Serbs, and partly Mol-
dovans. It is impossible to identify each of these
ethnicities on the basis of their current settlement
due to the significantly different reality of the early
XIX™ century. The second — the geographical one —
is semantically allied with the first. Given the con-
ventionality of the boundaries between individual
colonies-settlements in the XIX™ century, we use
data from the entire territory of Bessarabia during
the historical and demographic analysis.

The empirical data used to establish the number
and factors of the natural and mechanical movement
of the Transdanubian settlers in Bessarabia were tak-
en from the statistical corpora of the fiscal-adminis-
trative, church and military records of the population.
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These materials are traditionally used in historiog-
raphy by both Soviet (KabGy3zan 1974) and mod-
ern (Jymunuka 2017) socio-economic historians.
Based on this historiographic experience, the au-
thor developed his calculation scheme, taking into
account the critical processing of these materials.

Before the early XIX™ century, at least 5,000
Transdanubian settlers had already lived in the Bud-
jak territories. This assumption is based on indirect
local information about the Tukan Bulgarians, most
of whom came to Budjak before 1806 (I'anues,
MunwsaeB 2015: 57-65; I'anueB, MunsueB 2016:
25-51). However, direct mass formulary sources of
that time have not yet been discovered, making this
statement a priori.

The next generation of immigrants moved to
Bessarabia during 1807-1813, which is almost
clearly recorded in the fiscal and administrative lists.
The audit attempts in 1811, 1816, and 1818 provide
the first quantitative, relatively balanced data on the
number of Transdanubian settlers in Budjak. Land
surveying in 1822—-1827 records quite comparable
data, but they also include the consequences of fur-
ther resettlement. This is to characterise the migrant
population structure of that time.

According to I. N. Inzov’s report of 19.03.1819,
the entire Bessarabia hosts 6,532 families of
“Transdanubian colonists”. 2,294 of them are
“old”, and 4,238 are “new” (CkanbkoBckuii 1848:
19). It can be assumed that in his report to the
Emperor, 1. N. Inzov uses the results of the 1818
census of the Transdanubian settlers. These lists di-
vide the settlers into those who had come during
the penultimate war (1787-1792), referred to as
“old”, and those having re-settled during the last
Russian-Turkish war (1806-1812), referred to as
“new” (I'yy, dymunuka 2012: 302).

Our calculations show that in 1818, the average
size of a family in individual “old” colonies was 5.6
people (I'arges 2020: 329). Meanwhile, the fami-
ly size in 1811 was 4.4 people, i.e., the families of
the “new” settlers should have similar indicators.
Therefore, in 1819, the “old” colonists amounted
to almost 13,000 people. The “new” colonists, who
had come from across the Danube and formed sev-
eral new settlements, numbered just over 18,000
people. In general, by that year, Budjak had already
been populated by more than 31,000 “Transdanubi-
an colonists”, of which the absolute majority repre-
sented the settlers’ community of two chronologi-
cal stages. Considering the average annual natural
increase of the population of 62% (ibid: 145), in

1819, about a third of 31,000 people, that is 10—
11 thousand people, were born in Bessarabia. The
age-sex ratio provides similar data, which general-
ly correspond to these estimates —in 1818, 33% of
people were under 10 years of age (ibid: 362-363).

A. A. Skalkovskiy uses Inzov’s report to cal-
culate the total population of Transdanubian col-
onists. He uses the indicator of 3.7 persons as
an average family size that brings him to 24,000
(CxanproBckmii  1848: 20). The comprehensive
analysis by G. Kishlaly and L. Reulets provides
them with another coefficient— 4.7 persons. Accord-
ingly, their total number makes 31,000 (Kprnanst
2014: 103).

On the basis of church records, V. M. Kabu-
zan computes the size of the settlers’ community
up to 19.3 thousand people before 1818 and 25.6
thousand in 1827 (Kaby3an 1973: 92-103). He also
offers the statistics on the share of the Transdan-
ubian colonists in the Budzhak population: 4,74%
— in Akkerman, 5% — in Bendery and 41,6% — in
Izmail provinces of Bessarabia oblast. Every fifth
inhabitant of the region is a Transdanubian colo-
nist: 21,46% in 1818 and 22,76% in 1827.

The data by V. M. Kabuzan at the level of indi-
vidual settlements and provinces gives us an idea of
population growth. In 1818-1827, it amounted to
32.6% among the colonists of Bessarabia (I'anues
2020: 483-485). Since this figure is close to the
Russian Empire’s average of 30% (Mironov 2000:
23), we assume that the community is reproduced
naturally. The variability of this coefficient across
provinces (7.6% — Akkerman, 36.4% — Izmail and
0.1% — Bendery) witnesses a fundamentally differ-
ent situation. It is apparent that intraregional mi-
grations were underway, and a significant increase
in the community resulted from the mechanical
growth of the population. Indirectly, it is revealed
at the local level of individual settlements — there
are active processes of their emergence and, at the
same time, almost complete disappearance. Bano-
vka, Zadunaevka or Dmitrovka examplify the for-
mer. Meanwhile, the Transdanubian population al-
most disappeared in Kiliya, Etulia, Kopchak, etc.

Differentiation of the data at the level of indi-
vidual settlements determined the reference to an-
other table on the settlers’ distribution in Budjak
(Craructuueckoe 1899: 105, 287, 367). The prag-
matic nature of the regional land survey improves
the quality of the officials’ data recording the land
allocated to the Bessarabia inhabitants. In general,
they coincide with the fiscal materials processed by
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V. M. Cabuzan. The same data often serve as funda-
mental for historical reconstructions. In particular,
L. I. Meshcheryuk (Memeprox 1965: 124-125), and
with reference to him, other Bulgarians and Gagauz
scholars employ them while exploring the process-
es of Transdanubian colonists’ resettlement.

Let us return to the calculations of the natu-
ral and mechanical variants of the “Transdanubian
colonies” population movement in Bessarabia. All
data and calculations are summarised in Table 1.
According to the chronological principle, the Ta-
ble provides all available information about the
number of settlers during the first half of the 19th
century. Depending on the source nature, there are
data on the number of families and the total popula-
tion. Their comparison reveals research correlation
and criticism of quantitative data in sources. So,
for example, an almost identical number of fami-
lies (6,609 in 1816 and 6,532 in 1819) brings the
authors of the documents to a different estimated
number — 30,995 and 24,000, respectively. These
nuances enable productive criticism of the sources
and promote the search for more accurate popula-
tion size parameters.

Based on the total number of “Transdanubian
colonists”, we use simple subtraction to calculate
the actual increase/decrease in the colonies’ popu-
lation. The results of such calculations expose the

dynamics of historical and demographic processes:
migrations, mass diseases (pandemics), and direct
natural reproduction of the community. Another
indicator we used was the crude death and fertil-
ity rates (I'anueB 2020: 145, 198). This indicator
makes it possible to reveal the value of the natural
reproduction of the population. In comparison with
the previous actual population movement, there is
an issue of the ratio of the natural and mechanical
movement results, with due consideration to the
volume of each option for replenishing/reducing
the number of Transdanubian settlers in Bessarabia.

Exclusively from a comparative perspective,
we calculated the actual and relative coefficients
as a whole for the Bessarabian region. They enable
us to identify the typicality or specificity of natural
and mechanical factors among the “Transdanubian
colonists” and, thereby, contribute to the arguments
regarding understanding exogenous and endoge-
nous processes in the community.

Due to the complex research scheme and sig-
nificant chronological distance, we divided the
result interpretation for the first half of the 19th
century into three historical stages: the community
formation (1806—-1827), a significant group replen-
ishment (1828-1835), and the stabilisation period
in Bessarabia (1835-1850).

Let us demonstrate the productivity of the com-

Table 1
Number and increase/decrease of “Transdanubian colonists”
in Bessarabia?
Year Families | Persons 1Ngc Be Dc 3Nge Persons 2Ngc
1806 1,741 8,506
1811 6,765 -51.5
1812 2,626 10,943 381.8 12.8 54.2
1814 5,862
1815 640
1816 6,609 30,995 646.9 7,680 23.3
1818 31,161 2.7 24.2 37.8 9,550 19.4
1819 6,532 24,000 194.6 11,032
1820 4,763
1821 7,735 38,023 184.4 4,532
1822 57 445 12.5 8,059
1823 59 344 24.6 8,320
1824 56 27.5 28.5 7,939
1825 57 34.6 22.4 7,645
1826 8,980
1827 25,679 -80.1 53 70.8 -17.8 4,928 8.4
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1828 55 86.1 -31.1 5,669
1829 51 48.5 2.5 5,729
1830 53 55.3 2.3 7,188
1831 59 56.4 2.6 9,074
1832 17,424
1833 61 28.6 324 14,911
1834 60 35.8 24.2 14,635
1835 10,047 57,075 68.8 2,834
1836 15,245
1837 10,077 57,960 7.6 62 53.8 8.2 14,131
1838 14,064
1839 64 34.6 29.4 16,604
1840 14,727
1841 64,500 25.3 69 24.6 454 14,927
1842 15,141 15.8
1843 77,282 82.7 70 334 36.6 12,368
1845 16,951
1846 76,982 49.5 68 36.8 31.2 11,357
1847 12,527
1848 60 333 26.7 3,681
1849 55 32.9 22.1 2,701
1850 69,525 -26.8 55 40.3 14.7 245
1851 54 60.6 -6.6 5,830
1852 15,202
1853 14,820
1854 9,210 9.6
1855 84207 5,946
Graph 1
Dynamics of demographic movements of “Transdanubian colonists” in Bessarabia in 1806—1850°
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Graph 2

The natural movement of “Transdanubian colonies” in Bessarabia in
1812-1851 (Ganchev 2020: 145, 198)
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The natural movement of the Bessarabia oblast population
(According to the church population registration) 1814-1858*
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parative-demographic method regarding the analy-
sis of the mechanical and natural population growth
of the “Transdanubian colonies” in Bessarabia at
the stage of community formation (1806—1827).
For illustrating purposes, we will place three key
indicators on the diagrams: general data on popula-
tion movement (Graph 1), natural increase calculat-
ed by us (Graph 2), and general Bessarabian trends
(Graph 3).

In the early 19th century, the curve of the actual
movement of the “Transdanubian colonies” inhab-
itants of Bessarabia was sharply progressive and
peaked in 1816. Then it sharply dropped to an insig-

1820
1822
1824
1826
1828
1830
1832

1834
1836
1838
1840
1842
1844
1846
1848
1850
1852
1854

nificant value of 2.7% in 1818. From 1819 to 1821,
we observe the population increase to 194.6% and
184.4%. It is followed by a fall to -80.1% in 1827.
Therefore, there is a balance between the individual
years of this period. The patterns of curve changes
coincide with the well-known events. Bessarabia’s
active mass colonisation in 1807—1813 resulted in
a soaring communities’ population. Special rights
and privileges, granted to colonists, stabilised the
colonist community and led to new waves of exter-
nal migrations and increased growth rates during
1818—1821. The epidemics of 1827-1828 resulted
in a radical decrease in the population growth rate,
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natural reduction, and temporary cessation of its
mechanical movement.

There is an explicit correlation between exoge-
nous and endogenous factors of “Transdanubian colo-
nies” reproduction. In 1812—1822, there was a signif-
icant drop in the rate of the natural movement of the
population — from 54.2% to 12.5% (Graph 2). This
trend manifests itself in at least two areas: first, the
gradual improvement of the population registration
system leads to more accurate figures in the materi-
als of primary statistics; secondly, it reflects gener-
al regional processes. The community migratory
nature determines significant fluctuations in the
indicators of the total number — from 8,500 at the
beginning to 38,000 people at the end of the period.
Thus, the overall growth rate was influenced by the
consequences of the mechanical population replen-
ishment due to new settlers. That is why Graph 1
displays sharp peaks in population inflows (up to
646.9%). Graph 3 clearly shows the upward trend
of absolute growth in the region (except for 1818—
1820, when it halved).

It shows the progression of mechanical growth,
which neutralises the negative influence of natural
factors, including epidemiological losses.

In a general historical dimension, it should
be pointed out that as soon as the “Transdanubi-
an settlers” settled in new places in Bessarabia, the
group was exposed to population and demograph-
ic threats in the form of the 1827—-1828 smallpox
epidemic (I'anueB 2020: 235). Epidemics were
not unusual for the Prut-Dniester interfluve. In the
19th century, it suffered outbreaks of plague, chol-
era, typhus, smallpox, and other epidemic diseas-
es. For example, the plague affected Bessarabia in
1812, 1813, 1814, 1817, 1819, 1825, 1828, 1829
(dymunuka 2020). During one conditional genera-
tion, epidemiological events brought the communi-
ty to the edge of demographic survival. Migration
and re-emigration became the way of harmonising
the situation. At the beginning of the period, high
rates of exogenous growth formed a rather viable
group, which, despite direct population losses, had
every chance of autonomous development. Fatal
diseases in 18271828 led to a negative balance
in the population reproduction (-31.1%). A com-
parison with other regional groups shows that they
were also affected by these factors. Graph 3 clearly
shows the decrease in the population growth rate in
Bessarabia during 1818-1820 and 1826—1827. The
total number of the “Transdanubian community” in
1827 (more than 25,000 people) gives every reason

to believe that the epidemiological factor signifi-
cantly impacts its reproductive behaviour.

Nevertheless, it allows us to look at the factors
of the subsequent resettlement in 1829—1832 from
a different perspective. It is unknown whether the
“Transdanubian colonists” needed new inhabitants
to stabilise the group in Bessarabia. However, the
next wave of immigrants strengthened the demo-
graphic potential of the young ethnocultural com-
munity.

During 1827-1830, the Transdanubian colo-
nists’ community of Bessarabia had negative bal-
ances of population growth: -17.8%; -31.1%; 2.5%
and -2.3%. Epidemiological risks explain this dy-
namic.

The problems are neutralised through new
massive resettlement to Budjak.

In historiography, the issue of the quantitative
ratio of “old” and “new” settlers in 1829-1832 re-
mains controversial. So, I. I. Meshcheryuk, rely-
ing on reasonably direct evidence, indicates that
in 1829-1830, 61,580 people received “tickets”
for resettlement to Bessarabia (and in general to
Russia — 66,462) (Memepiok 1965: 94). A total of
86,700 migrants comprised that resettlement wave.
Stefan Doinov argues with him, estimating that the
size of this emigrant community reached 140-150
thousand ([loitroB 2005: 111). At the same time,
V. M. Kabuzan operates with the current statistical
data and indicates that in 1832 there were 36,529
immigrants (Ka0y3an 1973: 61-62). Appealing to the
fragmentation of purely fiscal sources, 1. I. Meshch-
eryuk substantiates the thesis that in 1835 there were
26,000 “new” settlers in Budzhak, along with more
than 28,000 “old” ones (Memeprok 1965: 139-141).

In modern times, archaeographic research by I. F.
Grek and N. N. Chervenkov revealed the replacement
of 52,777 “Transdanubian colonists” to Bessarabia
in 1829-1830 (I'pek, Yepsenkos 1993: 21). In their
calculations, they rely on data from the border quar-
antine services. M. D. Dykhan shares their stand com-
pletely (dprxan 2001: 22). Moreover, following 1. 1.
Meshcheryuk, these researchers emphasise that some
of the new settlers left for the territory of Dobrudja,
Wallachia, and Moldova (18,840 people). As a result,
they cite data on 26,679 or 28,331 “old” colonists
along with 3335 thousand “new” ones, which in total
amounts to about 61,000 people living in Bessarabia
in 1832 (I'pek, Yepsenkos 1993: 21; Memeprok 1965:
198-199).

The statistics data for 1832, provided by
I. I. Mescheriuk (Memeprok 1965: 139-141), witness
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about 5,656 families of “old” and 6,098 families of
“new” settlers (a total of 11,754 families). I. Dumini-
ka analyses the 1835 revision that also divides fami-
lies into “old” and “new”. According to I. Duminika
(Duminica 2017: 264-267), this ratio is 6824:3223 (a
total of 10,047 families). Therefore, we witness two
parallel processes. First, within 3 years the number
of old families increased by 1,168, that is, by almost
20%. Taking into account the famine of 1833-1834
and a significant decrease in the natural population
increase (Graph 2), we believe that it becomes pos-
sible only due to the share of new settlers, whom
census takers recorded as the community’s old pop-
ulation in 1835. Second, there is a significant de-
crease in new families by 2,875. The difference in
the total number is 1,707 families. So, considering
the possible natural increase in the number of fam-
ilies, it can be argued that from 1832 to 1835, re-
emigration was about 1,500 families or 8,000 people.

Stepping into the discussion about the 1828—
1830 resettlement, we believe it should not be seen
as a result. It has a pendulum procedural content.
Some of the migrants who had come to Bessarabia
ended up in other territories of southern Ukraine.
Others settled in Dobruja for several years or re-
turned to their homeland. Such a complex nature
of the settlement on new lands begs for a critical
attitude towards the apparent backlash of 30,000
people. This re-emigration relates to every other
person of those who received a resettlement “tick-
et”. At the same time, the ratio of “old” and “new”
settlers should become the basis for studying both
their total number and the factors of population re-
production.

Mass formal sources processed by I. I. Mesh-
cheryuk should be seen as the most relevant ma-
terials on the demographic situation (Memeprok
1965: 198-199). They provide for structural recon-
structions of the community of “Transdanubian
colonists”, establishing the role of exogenous and
endogenous factors in the movement of this popu-
lation. So, they show that in 1832 the total number
of colonists in Bessarabia totalled 11,754 families.
Calculations of the number of households and their
inhabitants in the Bessarabia colonies in 1830 in-
dicate an average of 5.2 persons per household
(Iarues 2020: 329). Accordingly, we operate on
the data of 61,000 people and obtain the result that
is almost identical to the calculations by the Mol-
dovan scientists N. N. Chervenkov and I. F. Grek
(I'pex, UepBenkor 1993: 21).

Transdanubian colonists living in Bessarabia

before 1830 comprised a group of 5,656 families.
“New” settlers made up 6,098 families; there were
0.9 “old” families per one such family. These com-
munities are commensurate with each other. To es-
tablish this fact at the local level of individual set-
tlements, we use a similar ratio index, taking into
account the number of “old” and “new” families
of migrants (I'anueB 2020: 496-498). This index
shows that a new wave of immigration significant-
ly replenished existing colonies and contributed
to establishing many new ones. Moreover, there
are significant additions to settlements in the first
case, where the settlers of 1830 dominate over the
“autochthons”. Some of them only strengthened the
territorial communities functioning at that time.

The absolute jump in the total population in
1832 can be traced to the sources of the church
population registration (Graph 3). Against 1829,
this growth yearly increased by 2.5-3 times — 5,729
people in 1829 against an average of 15,657 in
1832-1834. The residents’ mechanical growth due
to the “new” settlers in Budjak is much more signif-
icant than the natural increase among the region’s
colonists. Similar community indicators in 1835
equal 32.4% (Table 1).

Despite the high birth rates (from 53% to 60%
during 1830-1835), the natural movement rate is
quite modest — from 2.6 to 24% (Table 1). It can be
explained by the super-high mortality rate — 28.6% —
56.4%. Epidemics, droughts, and severe demographic
losses are causing the partial re-emigration of settlers.
As a result, in 1835-1837, the “Transdanubian colo-
nists” ethnocultural community reached 57-58 thou-
sand people (Table 1).

In the historical and anthropological dimen-
sion, despite certain losses of human resources, the
“Transdanubian group” in Bessarabia in the mid
— 1830s is a community with significant potential
for further development. In 1843, it numbered 77.2
thousand people (Table 1). In other words, the ac-
tual growth rate is 32.8%. At the same time, the
growth rates calculated by us in the interval from
1837 to 1843 averaged 29.9%.

The indicators are quite close. At the same time,
the average figures for the region are only 15.8%; that
is, the demographic growth of the colonist population
is twice the size. This can be clearly seen in the dy-
namics of the population movement rates: fertility —
from 62% in 1837 to 70% in 1843, mortality from
53.8% to 33.4% and growth — 29.4% against 36.6%.
In 1843, this demographic potential led to 20,000
more “Transdanubian colonists”, or a 34% increase.
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The population growth rate is hindered by the
epidemics of 1843—-1844 and 1847-1848. Both
periods of mass disease result in the direct loss-
es of about 10% of people. However, in ppm, the
community moves to a negative balance of natural
growth (-26.8%). The rest of the Bessarabia popu-
lation suffers approximately the same losses; that
is, this group is no exception to the general trends.

With the population movement showing a
steady positive dynamic during the 1840s, our cal-
culations (Table 1) prove that at the beginning of
the decade, the increase was 45.4% and 36.6%, and
in its second half — 26.7% and 22.1%.

It indicates that, despite the high mortality rate,
the group maintains an extensive path of population
reproduction in super-high fertility rates — on aver-
age 64.4% during the 1840s.

Due to this demographic potential and birth
rate, the community of “Transdanubian colonists”
in 1850, that is, at the time of the 10th revision cen-
sus, totals 82.2 thousand people. In fact, it was a
1.43 times growth against the previous 1835 cen-
sus. We emphasise that this time the growth was
entirely due to the natural movement of the popu-
lation (endogamous factors of the group reproduc-
tion).

Therefore, studying the historical dynamics of
the “Transdanubian settlers” community reproduc-
tion in Bessarabia during the first half of the 19th
century relies substantially on the calculations and
characteristics of two categorical groups. On the
one hand, the research into the stability and mo-
bility of the population’s age and sex structure al-
lowed us to identify the historical and demographic
context from the standpoint of the processes results
and, at the same time, of the potential to determine
the factors of further development. The analysis
based on specific studies of demographic develop-
ment patterns, socio-economic circumstances, and
internal population factors of group reproduction
shows that this period was the time of communi-
ty formation through resettlement and adaptation
to the new realities of Budjak, its stabilisation, and
evolution in the region due to internal potential.

The results of the 1828-1830 resettlement, re-
flected in the 1835 revision census, exposes a group
that was located in the colonies of Bessarabia for
about a quarter of a century, along with a new mi-
gration community of a similar scale. In general,
the population consists of two strata, each being
a migratory one. The intersection of these groups’
experience in the integrated settlements (territorial

communities) makes it possible to trace the variabil-
ity of adaptation processes. At the same time, their
integration into a unified community forms those
stabilising factors providing for critical ethno-de-
mographic processes of the genesis of a Transdanu-
bian settlers group in Bessarabia.

In addition to the demographic transformations
themselves, one can also point out the historical con-
sequences of these processes. The 1818-1835 period
becomes a stage in the population resource formation
with its further robust development. The effective-
ness of the group’s adaptation in the new territories of
Bessarabia is manifested in the demographic repro-
duction of the population. All the previous data being
considered through the resettlement processes, the
1850 revision census records the results of the inten-
sive community development. And although only 15
years separate it from the previous similar census, this
is already the time of evolution.

Demographic development of the Transdanubian
settlers’ community in Bessarabia during 1835-1850
was already going through self-reproduction, with no
interference of migration factors. From 1818 to 1850,
the total number of people in the group increased
more than threefold (3.3 times). This indicator being
high for that time reflects mechanical factors (resettle-
ment in the 1820s and 1930s) rather than natural ones.
Yet, it is apparent that the demographic potential of
the studied group in Bessarabia is being realised quite
powerfully.

Notes

'We will disregard the opinion of some demogra-
phers who believe that population migration falls be-
yond the scope of this study area (Borisov 1976; Bo-
risov 1999; Denysenko et al. 1989; Moiseenko 1997:
23-30; Korovina 1985: 226-228) — such division can
be seen as scholistic for the reconstruction of the his-
torical experience.

2 All coefficients and calculations are made by
the author. The table is drawn up by the author on
the basis of Duminica 2017: 256; Kabuzan 1973:
90, 91; Stanchev 2009: 30; CxanbkoBckuii 1848: 20;
Cratuctuueckoe 1899: 105, 287, 367; Klaus 1868;
Keppen 1854: 21-36.

3See reference to — Table 1.

4The Graph is drawn up using the data of the
church current population registration, discovered
and processed by V. M. Kabusan (1973: 61-62 ).

References
Duminica I. 2017. Coloniile bulgarilor in Ba-



2022, Volumul XXXI

REVISTA DE ETNOLOGIE SI CULTUROLOGIE

E-ISSN: 2537-6152 39

sarabia (1774-1856). Chisindu: Lexon-prim.

Bopucos B. A. 1976. IlepcrieKTHBBI pO’KIACMOCTH.
M.: Craructuka. / Borisov V. A. 1976. Perspektivy
rozhdayemosti. M.: Statistika.

Bopucos B. A. 1999. Jlemorpadus. M.: Nota
Bene. / Borisov V. A. 1999. Demografiya. M.: Nota
Bene.

Bosipckuii A. £1. 1975. Hacenenne u MmeTosl €ro
nzyuenus. M.: Craructuka. / Boyarskiy A. Ya. 1975.
Naseleniye i metody yego izucheniya. M.: Statistika.

Banenteit JI. ., Kama A. f. 1989. OcHoBbl
nemorpadun. M.: Meicib. / Valentey D. 1., Kvasha
A. Ya. 1989. Osnovy demografii. M.: Mysl.

lanueB A., Mwrmsae B. 2015. Cnenunduka
MUTPALMOHHOM aKTHUBHOCTH HACEJeHUs peruoHa
«Cpprena Cpenna ropa» Ha pyoeke XVIII-XIX BB.
U ee BIUsiHUE Ha (popMupoBaHue 6oirapckoi o0mm-
Hbl «Tykannes» B FOxHoii becapabum. In: Revista
de Etnologie si Culturologie. Vol. XVII, p. 57-65. /
Ganchev A., Milchev V. 2015. Spetsifika vozbudi-
moy aktivnosti naseleniya regiona «Srnena Sredna
gora» na rubezhe XVIII-XIX vv. i yeye vliyanie na
formirovaniye bolgarskoy obshchiny «Tukantsev» v
Yuzhnoy Besarabii. In: Revista de Etnologie si Cul-
turologie. Vol. XVII, c. 57-65.

l'arges O. 1. 2020. demorpadiuni Tpancdopmarii
Oonrapcekoi  cminmpHOTH  IliBnenHoi  beccapabii
(XIX — mouatoxk XXI ct.). Omeca: Cimekc-IIpinT. /
Ganchev O. 1. 2020. Demografichni transformatsii bol-
garskoi spilnoti Pivdennoi Bessarabii (XIX — pochatok
XXI st.). Odesa: Simeks-Print.

I'anueB A., Munsues B., [lpurapun A. 2016.
Jlokanu3upane Ha OanKaHCKaTa MpapoauHa Ha Ob-
nrapute TykaHIm oT becapabust u TaBpus criopen
MUCMEHU M (OJKIOPHU M3TOYHMLM. bbarapcku
¢donxmop. Ku. 1. Codust: AkageMHaHO U3/1aTETICTBO
«IIpod. Mapun [Ipunosy, c. 25-51. / Ganchev A.,
Milchev V., Prigarin A. 2016. Lokalizirane na bal-
kanskata prarodina na blgarite tukantsi iz Besarabii
1 Tavrii spored pismeni i folklorni iztochnitsi. Blgar-
ski folklor. Kn. 1. Sofiya: Akademichnoye izdatel’st-
vo «Prof. Marin Drinov», s. 25-51.

I'pex 1., YepsenkoB H. 1993. Bbovarapure ot
Vkpaitna u Mongosa: MuHano u Hactosuie. Codust:
Wzn. xeia «Xpucto borery. / Grek 1., Chervenk-
ov N. 1993. Blgarite iz Ukrainy i Moldovy: minalo i
nastoyashche. Sofiya: 1zd. kshcha «Khristo Botev».

I'ymy M., Hdymmuuka M. 2012. Croucku
3aJlyHaliCKUX IepecesieHUeB KojdoHui Kompar u
Tapakmus 1818 . kKak HCTOYHUK AeMOTrpapUIECcKUX
mporieccoB B bymkake. In: Buletin Stiintific al Tinerilor
Istorici. Vol. 1 (6). Chiginau, p. 301-309. / Gutsu M.,

Duminika I. 2012. Spiski zadunayskikh pereselentsev
koloniy Komrat i Tarakliya 1818 g. kak istochnik de-
mograficheskikh protsessov v Budzhake. In: Byullet-
en’ Stiintific al Tinerilor Historici. Vol. 1 (6). Kishinev,
p. 301-309.

Henucenko M. b., Monnes B. A., Xopes b. C.
1989. Murpammonorus. M.: MI'Y. / Denisenko M. B.,
Iontsev V. A., Khorev B. S. 1989. Migratsiologiya. M.:
MGU.

Juxan M. J1. 2001. IIpecenBane Ha Obiarapure
B IOxna VYkpaitna. Onmeca: Masik. / Dikhan M. D.
2001. Preselvane na blgarite v Yuzhnoy Ukraine.
Odessa: Mayak.

HoitnoB Cr. 2005. bbirapute B VYkpaiiHa u
Momnosa npe3 Be3pakmanero 1751-1878. Codwus:
AxagemMuuyHo wuzgarenctBo «Mapun [IpunoBy. /
Doynov St. 2005. Blgarite v Ukrayna i Moldove
prez Vzrazhdaneto 1751-1878. Sofiya: Akademich-
no izdatelstvo «Marin Drinov».

Hopomenko JI. C. 2005. Jlemorpadisi: HaBY.
noci6. Kui: MAVII. / Doroshenko L. S. 2005. De-
mografiya: Navch. poib. Kyiv: MAUP.

HOymuamka WM. 2020. Kak OGoponmcs ¢
snunemusiMu B beccapabum mapckoro mnepuoja.
https://istorex.ru/Novaya_stranitsa 89 (vizited
11.12.2021). / Duminika 1. 2020. Kak borolis s ep-
idemiyami v Bessarabii tsarskogo perioda (vizited
11.12.2021).

Kabyzan B. M. 1973. Hapononacemenue
Beccapabckoli obnactu u NeBOOEpEKHBIX PaiiOHOB
[IpunaectpoBbs (koHerr XVIII — mepsas monoBuHA
XIX B.). Kummaes: tumana. / Kabuzan V. M. 1973.
Narodonaseleniye Bessarabskoy oblasti i levoberezh-
nykh territoriy Pridnestrov’ya (konets X VIII — pervaya
polovina XIX v.). Kishinev: Shtiintsa.

Kabyzan B. M. 1974. HapononaceneHue
beccapabckoit obmacTh M JIeBOOEPEIKHBIX pPaHOHOB
[pupnectposbst (konen XVIII — -1 mon. XIX B.).
Kummnaes: Ultunana. / Kabuzan V. M. 1974. Naro-
donaseleniye Bessarabskoy oblasti i levoberezhnykh
rayonov Pridnestrov’ya (konets XVIII — I-ya pol. XIX
v.). Kishinev: Shtiintsa.

Kenmen I1. U. 1854. bonraper B beccapabun.
In: JKypnan MuHKCcTEpCTBa TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX
umymiectB. Ne 7-9, 4. 52, c. 21-36. / Keppen P. 1.
1854. Bolgary v Bessarabii. In: Zhurnal ministerst-
va gosudarstvennoy sobstvennosti. No 7-9, ch. 52,
s. 21-36.

Knayc A. 1869. Hamu kononun: MaTepuansl 1mo
HCTOPUU U CTAaTUCTHKE MHOCTPAHHON KOJIOHHU3AIUU
B Poccun. CII6.: Tumorpaduss B. B. Hycsanbra.
Bem. 1./ Klaus A. 1869. Nashi kolonii: materialy po



40 ISSN: 1857-2049

REVISTA DE ETNOLOGIE SI CULTUROLOGIE

2022, Volumul XXXI

istorii 1 statistike inostrannoy kolonizatsii v Rossii.
SPb.: Tipografiya V. V. Nusvalta. Vyp. 1.

Koporuna JI. B. 1985. EctecTBeHHBII MPUPOCT
Hacenenus. In: Banenreit /1. U. (pen.). demorpadu-
YEeCKHI 3HIMKIoneauueckuii cioapb. M.: CoBet-
cKas sHIKIoneaus, c. 226-228. / Korovina L. V.
1985. Yestestvennyy prirost naseleniya. In: Valentey
D. L. (red.). Demograficheskiy entsiklopedicheskiy
slovar. M.: Sovetskaya entsiklopediya, s. 226-228.

Kpucauenko B. C. 2005. /lunamika HaceIeHHS:
MOMYJISILINHI, €THIYHI Ta mi00aibHI BuMipu. Kuis:
HICZ. / Krysachenko V. S. 2005. Dinamika nase-
leniya: naseleniye, etnicheskaya prinadlezhnost i
globalnaya gibel. Kyiv: NISD.

Kemmansr I., Peynen JI. 2014. Ilepenmchk
3a/TyHalCKUX repecesieHIEB B beccapabum
1818 r.: UMEHHBIC CIUCKUA U UTOTOBBIC TIOKYMEHTHI.
In: BeccapaGckure Obarapu: UCTOpHS, KyATypa W
esuk. Kummner: S.$.B. / Kyshlaly G., Reulets L.
2014. Perepis zadunayskikh pereselentsev v Bessara-
bii 1818 g.: imennyye spiski i itogovyye dokumenty.
In: Bessarabskite blgari: istoriya, kultura i yezik. Kish-
inev: S.S.B.

MenxoB B. M. 2002. Jlemorpacdwusi. PoctoB-Ha-
Hony: ®enukc. / Medkov V. M. 2002. Demografiya.
Rostov-na-Donu: Feniks.

Menukesn I I (pen.) 1994. Hapononacene-
HHE: SHIMKIIONEINYECKU cnoBapb. M.: bompmas
poccwiickast sHKIoneaus. / Melikyan G. G. (red.).
1994. Narodonaseleniye: entsiklopedicheskiy slovar.
M.: Bolshaya rossiyskaya entsyklopediya.

Mertononoriuni mosicHeHHs. http://www.te.ukr-
stat.gov.ua/files/DS/DS0.htm  (vizited 11.12.2021).
/ Metodolohichni poiasnennia. http://www.te.ukr-
stat.gov.ua/files/DS/DS0.htm (vizited 11.12.2021).

Memeprok M. 1965. Ilepecenenne Gonrap B
okHyI0 beccapabuto 1828-1834 rr. Kummnes:
Kaptst Monnosensicks. / Meshcheryuk 1. 1965. Pere-
seleniye bolgar v yuzhnuyu Bessarabiyu 1828—-1834
gg. Kishinev: Kartya Moldovenyaske.

Mpuponos b. H. 2000. CommanbHas wucTOpus
Poccun mepmoma wmmepmm  (XVIII — mHawamo
XX B.): TeHE3HC JIMYHOCTH, AEMOKPATHYECKOH CEMBH,
IPaXIaHCKOTO OOIIECTBa M MPABOBOTO TOCYAapCTBa.
2-e w3nm.,, wucnp. T. 1. CII6.: Usn-Bo «Jmwurpuit
Bynanuny. / Mironov B. H. 2000. Sotsial 'naya istoriya
perioda Rossii imperii (XVIII — nachalo XX v.): gen-
ezis lichnosti, demokraticheskoy sem’i, slozhivshego-
sya obshchestva i pravovogo gosudarstva. 2-ye izd.,
ispr. T. 1. SPb.: Izd-vo «Dmitriy Bulaniny.

Mouceenko B. M. 1997. Murpauusi Hacerne-
HUSl KaK OOBEKT KOMIUIEKCHOTO HcclienoBaHus. In:

Hapononacenenue: coBpeMEHHOE COCTOSIHME U
MIePCTIEKTHBEI pa3BUTHs HaydHOTO 3HaHHS (COOpHHUK
noxnanos). M.: [Iuanor-MI'Y, c. 23-30. / Moisey-
enko V. M. 1997. Migratsiya naseleniya kak obyekt
kompleksnogo issledovaniya. In: Narodonaseleni-
ye: osobennosti sostoyaniya i perspektivy razvitiya
nauchnykh znaniy (Sbornik dokladov). M.: Dia-
log-MGU, s. 23-30.

CxanbkoBckuid A. A. 1848. bonrapckne konoHun
B beccapabum u Hoopoccuiickom kpae. CaHKT-
[etepOypr. / Skalkovskiy A. A. 1848. Bolgarski-
ye kolonii v Bessarabii i Novorossiyskom kraye.
Sankt-Peterburg.

CranueB M. I'. 2009. Bonrapst B Poccuiickoit
nmrepun, CCCP, ctpanax bantum u CHI': craru-
cruueckuii coopuuk. T. 1. Codus: AU «Mapun
HpunoBy. / Stanchev M. G. 2009. Bolgary v Rossi-
yskoy imperii, SSSR, strany Baltii i SNG: statistich-
eskiy sbornik. T. 1. Sofiya: Al «Marin Drinov».

Cratuctnueckoe — ommcanue  beccapabum,
COOCTBEHHO, TaK Ha3bIBaeMOW, WM bymkaka c
MPUIOKEHNEM IIJJaHa ero Kpas, COCTaBJICHHOE
npu cwemMke beccapabuu, mNpPOU3BOAMBLICH IO
BrIcouaiiiieMy ITOBEJICHUIO Pa3MEXEBAHHUE 3EMEIb
¢ 1822 mo 1828-i1 rox. 1899. Axkepman. / Statistich-
eskoye opisaniye Bessarabii, sobstvenno, takovoy, ili
Budzhaka s prilozheniyem plana yego kraya nazva-
no sostavnym pri syemke Bessarabii, proizvodivshe-
ysya po Vysochayshemu poveleniyu razmezhevani-
yu zemel’ s 1822 po 1828-y god. 1899. Akkerman.

Alexandr Gancev (Odesa, Ucraina). Doctor ha-
bilitat 1n istorie. Universitatea de Stat de Tehnologii
Intelectuale s1 Comunicatii.

Aaexcannap TIanueB (Opecca, VYkpauna).
JIOKTOp HUCTOpHYECKHX HayK. [OcyaapCcTBeHHBIN
YHHUBEPCUTET HMHTEIUICKTYalbHBIX TEXHOJOTHH U
CBSI3U.

Aleksandr Ganchev (Odesa, Ukraine). Doctor
of Historical Sciences. State University of Intelligent
Technologies and Communications.

E-mail: alexander ganchev(@yahoo.com

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0201-2270



